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Two Sable Island Fungi, Peziza ammophila and Hygrocybe turunda,

New to Nova Scotia
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Redhead, S. A.,and P. M. Catling. 1983. Two Sable Island Fungi, Peziza ammophila and Hygrocybe turunda, new to Nova

Scotia, Canadian Field-Naturalist 97(1): 102-103.

Peziza ammophila on dunes and Hygrocybe turunda on Sphagmm at Sable Island represent the first reports of these fungi

from Nova Scotia and the first Canadian record of the Peziza.

Key Words: Sable Island, Nova Scotia, fungi. first records, Peziza ammophila, Hygrocybe turunda.

During a recent expedition to Sable Island (43° 56" -
44°00" N, 59°45 - 60°05 W), N.S., to survey the
vascular plant flora, the second author collected two
tleshy fungi. Peziza ammophila Durieu et Montagne
was found on the north shore, approximately 200 m
east of West Point. It occurred in freshly deposited
sand in an open dune sparsely covered with American
Beach grass (Ammophila breviligulata Fernald). This
is the first record of Peziza ammophila from Canada.
Andersson (1950) gave a detailed account of this fun-
gus with illustrations and mapped its distribution in
the northern hemisphere. The first collections from

North America (Florida) were described as Peziza

funerata Cooke (1878). It has since been found on

sand dunes in Michigan and in California (Seaver
1930, 1942). 1t occurs in a number of European coun-
tries. the British Isles and Morocco (Andersson 1950),
and has been reported from Australia (Seaver 1930),
South Africa (Ramsbottom 1926) and Argentina
(Singer 1968). In all cases it has been found on shifting
sand containing little humic material.

Hygrocybe turunda (Fr.) Karsten was collected on
a thin Sphagnum cover over wet peaty sand with
Large Bog Cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon Ait.),
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rushes (Juncus balticus Willd.) and Grass Pink Orchid
(Calopogon tuberosus (L.) BSP) approximately
150 m N. of the weather station. It was also noted in
similar associations at four other localities on the
island. This species was not treated in Bird and
Grund’s (1979) Nova Scotian monograph of Hygro-
phorus sensu lato. In the earlier North American
monograph, Hesler and Smith (1963) illustrated and
reported it from ldaho, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Montana, Oregon and Washington. Hesler and Smith
also recorded it (sub Hygrophorus turundus var.
sphagnophilus (Peck) Hesler and Smith) from New-
foundland. We confirmed this identification (see
below). Collections from New Brunswick, northern
Quebec and northern Ontario which extend the
known range have also been seen.

Hygrocybe turunda is characterized by its bright
scarlet colours which can fade to yellow, fuscous
scales of varying development on the pileus and large
spores (see Hesler and Smith 1963) which distin-
guishes it from the related Hygrocvbe cantharella
(Schw.) Murr. and H. miniata (Fr.) Kummer. Hygro-
cybe cantharella occurs in a variety of habitats, almost
always with mosses and sometimes on Sphagnum of a
loose consistency, often in shady coniferous forests.
Hygrocybe miniata is usually found in hardwood
forests on well decayed mossy logs. Hygrocybe
turunda occurs in open locations on sand or mosses
such as Sphagnum over sandy substrates, but in New
Brunswick it occurred in exposed sites in a raised bog
on Sphagnum of a compacted form with robust capi-
tulae. This exposed habitat is reflected by its overall
distribution. Outside of North America it has been
reported from Greenland, lceland, the Faeroes. parts
of northern Europe and Japan (see Hesler and Smith
1963). In more southerly latitudes it is restricted to the
higher elevations or other exposed cool sites.

Specimens examined: Peziza ammophila: N.S.: Sable
Island, Aug. 25, 1981, P.M. Catling & W. Freedman
(DAOM 180764). Hygrocybe turunda: Ont.: Algoma
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Dist., L. Superior Prov. Park, Rabbit Blanket L.,
Sept. 14, 1972, D.W. Malloch 14.9.72.15 (TRTC).
Que.: Reserve Chibougamau, 15.75 km N. of Bochart
on Hwy. 167, Aug. 29, 1976, J. Ginns & S. Redhead
2092 (DAOM 174756). N.B.: Kouchibouguac Natl.
Park, Sept. 24, 1977, S.A. Redhead 2565 (DAOM
166758). N.S.: Sable Island, Aug. 25, 1981, P.M.
Catling & W. Freedman (DAOM 180763). Nfld: St.
Anthony, Aug. 12, 1951, D.B.O. Savile 2856 & J.
Vaillancourt (DAOM 28523).
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